
Private places
Without the landowner’s permission, 
a person commits the offence of driving a 
motor vehicle on land other than a road. 
Noise nuisance offences also apply on 
private land.

Noise Nuisance
Thurrock Council Environmental 
Department has powers under the 
Environmental Protection Act 1990 
to take action and this could include
prosecution.

Damage
People aged over 10 years commit the 
offence of Criminal Damage and can be 
arrested.  Offenders may be charged and 
dealt with in a criminal court.  

In addition, owners of damaged land for 
example a school playing field damaged 
by ruts left behind by motorcycles may 
also take sue offenders in the civil court.
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This Leaflet gives details 
of the legal requirements 
of owning a motorcycle, 
using it on roads, other 

public places and on 
private land.

MOTORCYCLING
and the law

The Law is clear…………
Police Officers and Police Community Support 
Officers have increased powers to deal with 
people using motor vehicles (including motor-
cycles of any type) in an anti-social manner either 
on or off the road.

Any person riding a motorcycle inappropriately 
will be issued with a warning, which is recorded 
on the Police National Computer (PNC).
 
If the same person is caught riding any motor-
cycle in an inappropriate manner again, the bike 
(even if it is not the same one) will be seized and 
crushed.

In addition, if the person found riding or allowing 
a bike to be ridden is a council tenant, then action 
can be taken against their tenancy. There is a real 
risk of tenants loosing their homes.

ILLEGAL MOTORCYCLING CAN BE FATAL

YOUR MOTORCYCLE MAY BE 
CONFISCATED: IT CAN LEAD TO 
FINES OR IMPRISONMENT
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